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In those pretty unusual cases, I will use Crestor. Thomas Lee, co-editor in chief of the Harvard Heart Letter. What you
should know about: Or even pay less for your prescriptions next year? Find More Stories About. However, a report
published earlier this year in JAMA Internal Medicine found that while there is little evidence to suggest that
brand-name statins are more effective or safer than their generic counterparts, many physicians still tend to prescribe the
brand names. To see if you would benefit from a switch to a generic drug, do some comparison shopping. There are over
10, outlets nationwide from just the stores mentioned above. Like us on Facebook Follow us on Twitter. But taking the
right statin isn't simply a matter of money. If you experience muscle aches, the most common side effect of statins, your
doctor may prescribe a lower dose or simply try a different type of statin.Nov 30, - The generic bottles, for example, will
be labeled atorvastatin calcium, which may puzzle patients. You can just hear someone saying, 'But I'm not taking
calcium pills,' Santa says. If you're caring for parents or loved ones who take Lipitor, it's a good idea to work with them
and their doctor to help them. Oct 5, - Over its branded history, Lipitor brought in over $ billion in sales for Pfizer. But
now the consumer is reaping the rewards; the generic version can save a patient literally hundreds in health care dollars
per month. Now that Lipitor is available generically as atorvastatin, along with many other statins, what. Nov 29, WebMD's FAQ on generic Lipitor: Will generic Lipitor be the same? Can I still get brand-name Lipitor? Should I switch
to Lipitor? Should I switch to another statin drug? How much will generic Lipitor cost? And more. Feb 1, - "The FDA
does regulate the manufacture of all drugs sold in the United States, which is reassuring, but I also believe the FDA
hasn't been given the budget it needs to adequately carry out its responsibilities. So I can't give you an absolute
guarantee that generic atorvastatin will be equal to brand-name. There are many other drugs that can increase your risk
of serious medical problems if you take them together with atorvastatin. Tell your doctor about all medications you use.
This includes prescription, over-the-counter, vitamin, and herbal products. Do not start a new medication without telling
your doctor. Keep a list of all. Dec 20, - Generic drugs can be safe and effective, particularly for those produced in the
US, but an informed patient working together with their physician will ensure the best outcome. Online social
networking for patients and healthcare workers is one of the best ways to make this happen, such as PatientsLikeMe.
How does Lipitor (atorvastatin) work? All statins, including atorvastatin, prevent the production of cholesterol in the
liver by blocking HMG-CoA reductase, an enzyme that makes cholesterol. Statins reduce total cholesterol as well as
LDL cholesterol in blood. LDL cholesterol is believed to be the "bad" cholesterol that is. Jul 11, - He recommends a
simple swab test that can determine which drugs a patient can best metabolize. Atorvastatin, and other statins, work by
potentially decreasing the production of cholesterol in the body through blocking the cholesterol-producing enzyme in
the liver. Consequently, the amount of cholesterol. Jan 20, - Whether you take atorvastatin (Lipitor), simvastatin
(Zocor), or Crestor (rosuvastatin), most statin medicationsused for lowering cholesterolhave a very Do they work? Yes,
they work wellreally well. Your LDL cholesterol (the bad cholesterol) will drop on average 40 60%, along with a nice
drop in. Dec 4, - Generic medications are cheaper than brand namesso you are more likely to fill and take your statin
cholesterol medication if it's generic, and you will do better overall. Why Statins? Statins (simvastatin, atorvastatin and
Crestor) are the most frequently prescribed drugs in the United States and work to.
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