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Patients should never discontinue any medication until discussing concerns with their prescribing physician. Pfizer
spokesman MacKay Jimeson says the deals allow patients to get the brand-name medicine at generic prices. Medically
reviewed on Oct 5, by L. In fact, Pfizer's incredible success with Lipitor may primarily be a function of the company's
marketing brilliance, Santa says. Since the statin entered the market in , it's earned New York-based pharmaceutical
giant Pfizer Inc. This material is provided for educational purposes only and is not intended for medical advice,
diagnosis or treatment. Usually when a drug goes off patent, patients are forced by their insurance companies to switch
to generics they may not want; in this case, consumers who want generic Lipitor may not be able to get it. In addition,
Ranbaxy also issued a recall in November due to glass particles found in atorvastatin bottles. The easiest way to lookup
drug information, identify pills, check interactions and set up your own personal medication records. Due to these and
other serious quality control issues, the FDA banned Ranbaxy from shipping any pharmaceuticals from certain plants in
India to the U. As always, exercise is important to help reduce the risk for heart disease by keeping blood pressure and
cholesterol levels under check. In fact, it is the FDA inspections and regulatory action that halted the Ranbaxy
shipments. Seizure Led to FloJo's Death. We comply with the HONcode standard for trustworthy health information verify here. But now the consumer is reaping the rewards; the generic version can save a patient literally hundreds in
health care dollars per month.Oct 5, - Generic Name: atorvastatin (a TOR va sta tin) Brand Names: Lipitor. Atorvastatin
is the generic formulation of Pfizer's Lipitor, one of the best selling drugs of all time. The cholesterol-lowering statin, is
a familiar brand name that went the way of generics in Over its branded history, Lipitor brought in over. Generic drug
availability, manufacturer information, and patent status on Lipitor. Generic drug Atorvastatin available with
manufacturer details. Click on the desired brand to find out the drug price. Atorvastatin (Lipitor) is an inexpensive drug
that lowers levels of cholesterol and triglycerides in the blood. Atorvastatin may also reduce the risk of heart attack or
stroke in patients with risk factors for heart disease. This drug is more popular than comparable drugs. As of , it is
available in generic and brand versions.?Savings Tips 3 ?Side Effects ?Latest News 10 ?Medicare. Nov 30, - 30, Many
of the millions of Americans who take Lipitor, the world's biggest-selling drug in , will have an important decision to
make as its maker, Pfizer, loses patent protection on the popular pill: Should I switch to generic Lipitor (atorvastatin)?
Here's what you need to know before you make the. All statins, including atorvastatin, prevent the production of
cholesterol in the liver by blocking HMG-CoA reductase, an enzyme that makes cholesterol. Statins reduce total
cholesterol as well as LDL cholesterol in blood. LDL cholesterol is believed to be the "bad" cholesterol that is primarily
responsible for the development. Feb 1, - In the February issue of the Harvard Health Letter, Editor in Chief Dr.
Anthony L. Komaroff answers a question that's on a lot of people's minds these days: is atorvastatin, the generic version
of the cholesterol-lowering drug Lipitor, as good as the brand-name drug? Generic atorvastatin became available for.
Atorvastatin Branded drug: Lipitor U.S. sales: $ billion. Companies: Daiichi Sankyo/Ranbaxy Laboratories, $ billion;
Watson Pharmaceuticals, $ billion. Perhaps the biggest generics news of the last 12 months--arguably of the last 12
years--was the fall to generics of Pfizer's ($PFE) cholesterol-lowering drug. Jul 17, - Background. In a world of ever
increasing health care costs, generic drugs represent a major opportunity to ensure access to essential medicines for
people who otherwise would be unable to afford them. However, some clinicians and patients are still questioning the
safety and effectiveness of generic. Jump to Generic availability - Pfizer's U.S. patent on Lipitor expired on 30
November Initially, generic atorvastatin was manufactured only by Watson Pharmaceuticals and India's Ranbaxy
Laboratories. Prices for the generic version did not drop to the level of other generics$10 or less for a month's.
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