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Today, Merck's cholesterol -lowering drug Zocor loses its United States patent protection, becoming the largest-selling
drug yet to be opened to cheap generic competition. That trend may now accelerate, analysts say. The challenges go
beyond generic Zocor. Like many other drugs, most statins are available in generic and brand-name versions. At the
beginning of , Blue Cross of Northeastern Pennsylvania put Zocor on its first tier of preferred drugs, while switching
Lipitor to its third tier. Since introducing Lipitor a decade ago, Pfizer has conducted more than clinical trials on the drug,
said Dr. What you should know about: Two other statin types, fluvastatin Lescol and pitavastatin Livalo , are not as
widely used in the United States. September 28, Harvard Health Letter. How do you understand what patients really
need, without actually living their lives?Generic drug availability, manufacturer information, and patent status on Zocor.
Pregnant women should not use simvastatin because the developing fetus requires cholesterol for development, and
simvastatin reduces the production of cholesterol. Simvastatin should only be administered to women of child bearing
age if they are not likely to become pregnant. Because of the risk of adverse effects to ?What are the side effects of
?What is the dosage for Zocor? ?Which drugs or. Applicant, Tradename, Generic Name, Dosage, NDA, Approval Date,
TE, Type, RLD, RS, Patent No. Patent Expiration, Product, Substance, Delist Req. Exclusivity Expiration Missing: go.
Apr 26, - There are currently no Vytorin generic alternative, as a combination drug. Since Vytorin is a combination of
Zocor and Zetia, both of which have generics, you may be able to save some money if you fill their generics separately.
You can ask your doctor about writing a prescription for Ezetimibe (Zetia) and. Pravachol (pravastatin) and Zocor
(simvastatin) among most prescribed April 19, Two Brand-Name Cholesterol Drugs Slated to go Generic Soon;
Consumers Union. Jan 9, - For the first days (6 months), Glenmark and their partner Endo Pharmaceuticals will be the
only company making ezetimibe. After the days of drug exclusivity, other generic drug companies will be permitted to
make ezetimibe. When new companies start to manufacture ezetimibe, prices should go. Jun 23, - Merck and Pfizer
stand to lose billions in sales as two of their biggest drugs, Zocor and Zoloft, go off patent. Simvastatin, the generic form
of Zocor, will be produced by Teva Pharmaceuticals (up $ to $, Charts), the Israel-based market leader in generic drugs,
and Ranbaxy Labs of India. Jan 18, - While brought us a number of great new medicines, will see a number of drugs
going off patent. The list Merck's Vytorin, a cholesterol lowering drug with sales of over a billion dollars, is actually a
combination of ezetimibe and simvastatin (a generic statin originated by Merck's R&D group). Feb 5, - One of the most
commonly prescribed brand name drugs in the U.S., the cholesterol-lowering drug Crestor, will become available in a
generic version cholesterol levels by less than 50 percent, Consumer Reports Best Buy Drugs recommends generic
pravastatin (40 mg) or generic simvastatin (20 mg or. Generic versions of branded statins are approved by the United
States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) for safety and efficacy just like branded drugs. At this time, the widely
prescribed statins simvastatin and atorvastatin (aka Zocor and Lipitor) are available in generic form, while rosuvastatin
(Crestor) should become.
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