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The next thing Richards remembers was calling out to his wife, who scooped him up and drove him to the emergency
room. Everything felt normal again," he says. The drug Richards took is Teva Pharmaceutical USA's milligram version
of extended-release buproprion -- an antidepressant better known by its brand name, Wellbutrin XL. Andrew Richards
remembers that he had just sat down in front of the TV when the lightning bolt struck. Teva terminated the study after
recruiting only eight patients. Generic medications are generally safe and effective, because the Food and Drug
Administration mandates tests to show that they are equivalent to the name-brand originals. Close this overlay subscribe
to our email Get our top stories by email. The generic tablets are made by Anchen Pharmaceuticals of Irvine, Calif.
Richards says he suffered his seizure in March after his pharmacy switched him to the Teva generic. He doesn't recall
falling. Some contended that it was causing more severe side effects. The FDA declined to comment. As the pills
dissolved, the generic version wasn't acting the same way as the name-brand. Shortly after Teva's generic Wellbutrin
was approved by the FDA in , patients began to complain that the drug wasn't working as well as the name-brand
version. But, he says, his doctors now warn that taking any form of Wellbutrin is out of the question. But a ProPublica
investigation shows that the agency took little action to prevent consumers from taking medicines the FDA no longer
knew for sure were safe or effective. That May Be Illegal. This forced FDA to reverse its position; in October , the
agency declared that Teva's generic is "not therapeutically equivalent" to the original. Within a few days of starting the
new pills, he says, he started to experience jolts and jerks.WELLBUTRIN is not approved for smoking cessation
treatment; however, it contains the same active ingredient as the smoking cessation medication ZYBANR. Serious
neuropsychiatric adverse events have been reported in patients taking bupropion for smoking cessation. These
postmarketing reports have included. Jul 17, - We had hoped that problems with generic Wellbutrin (bupropion) were
behind us. That may no longer be the case. The brand name price is astronomical! Feb 11, - In the past I have taken both
brand name and generic Wellbutrin XL and noticed a significant difference. I've tried to switch from brand name to
generic twice in the last couple of years, and both times came to the realization that the generic Wellbutrin/ Bupropion
XL is nothing like brand name. But recently Wellbutrin - Which generic brand hs been noted as the. Describes the
medication bupropion (Wellbutrin, Wellbutrin SR, Wellbutrin XL, Zyban, Aplenzin, Forfivo XL) an antidepressant drug
used to manage depression, and also to help with smoking cessation. Article includes descriptions, uses, drug
interactions, and side effects.?What are the side effects of ?What is the dosage for ?What drugs interact with. Oct 23, So does my bupropion XL even work? That is the question my patients have been asking the last two weeks. I wonder
too. Here is what we know thus far: On. Oct 10, - Teva halted shipments of generic Wellbutrin, called Budeprion XL,
after the FDA said the popular antidepressant is not as effective as marketed. Oct 3, - Data submitted by Actavis, Inc.,
Mylan Inc., and Par Pharmaceutical confirmed that their generic bupropion HCl ER mg tablet products are
therapeutically equivalent to the reference-listed drug, Wellbutrin XL mg. Patients can have confidence that these
generics will have the same clinical effect and. Sep 24, - "I thought that generic drugs are the exact same thing as the
name brand drug," Lynn said. But after taking Budeprion XL , a generic form of brand-name Wellbutrin XL, Lynn, who
is from New York, said she noticed over time that the drug wasn't helping. "I would have a lot of energy, but by middle
of the. How to use Wellbutrin. Read the Patient Information Leaflet and Medication Guide available from your
pharmacist before you start using bupropion and each time you get a refill. Consult your doctor or pharmacist if you
have any questions. Take this medication by mouth, with or without food, usually three times daily. Dec 15, Antidepressant Wellbutrin XL is now available in a generic form, called bupropion.
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