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All generic medications must undergo certain tests to compare them to brand-name medications. The
cholesterol-lowering statin , is a familiar brand name that went the way of generics in In addition, heart healthy, not
necessarily low-calorie, diets are recommended. To view content sources and attributions, please refer to our editorial
policy. A pharmacist found a stray milligram mg tablet in a sealed mg bottle, according to the U. This site does not
dispense medical advice or advice of any kind. As always, exercise is important to help reduce the risk for heart disease
by keeping blood pressure and cholesterol levels under check. Generic Lipitor tablets are available in the following
strengths:. At the very least, patients 40 to 75 years of age should know their year risk of heart attack and stroke and
discuss this number with their doctor. You've chosen to add topics from the topic group to your selected topics.
Accessed April 23, Especially tell your doctor if you take medicines for:. Are you still sure that you want to clear all of
you selected topics? Additional information on atorvastatin dosing can be seen here. Food and Drug Administration has
assigned an "AB" rating to generic Lipitor, which means that it is considered equivalent to the brand-name drug. Be sure
to tell your doctor about all the medicines you take, including prescription and over-the-counter medicines, vitamins,
and herbal supplements. Keep a list of them with you to show your doctor and pharmacist. List of references click here
Lipitor [package insert]. Generic Lipitor is made by various manufacturers, such as Ranbaxy and Watson Laboratories
the version sold by Watson is actually an authorized generic, meaning it is actually real, brand-name Lipitor that has
been sold to a generic manufacturer and then repackaged as a generic. Nonetheless, consumers should be proactive in
assessing the conditions of their medications if they have a concern.Nov 30, - Currently the generic version of Lipitor
will be produced by just two companies, according to The New York Times, which notes that when a drug patent
expires, the law allows only limited competition among generic brands in the first six months. But after May 31, other
generic versions will become available. Feb 1, - In the February issue of the Harvard Health Letter, Editor in Chief Dr.
Anthony L. Komaroff answers a question that's on a lot of people's minds these days: is atorvastatin, the generic version
of the cholesterol-lowering drug Lipitor, as good as the brand-name drug? Generic atorvastatin became available for. Jan
27, - Over a dozen top-selling brand-name drugs have lost, or are about to lose, patent protection, which means other
companies can step in and sell less expensive, generic versions of the same drug. Brand-name drugs that lost patent
protection last year include Caduet, a blood pressure medication; Zyprexa. Lipitor (atorvastatin) is a prescription drug
used to lower blood cholesterol. Common side effects are fatigue, flatulence (gas), heartburn, and constipation. Drug
interactions, dosage, and pregnancy and breastfeeding safety information are provided. Dec 20, - Photo source. With the
news of availability of generic Lipitor, a cholesterol lowering drug, sales of the prescription brand have plummeted, as
expected. Is generic Lipitor really the same as prescription Lipitor? Consider this: Generic drugs are identical to brand
name drugs. True or False? We know that. Feb 9, - To talk through how similar (and how different) Lipitor and generic
atorvastatin are likely to be, I called William Pong, PharmD, administrative director of pharmacy services at Loyola
University Medical Center in Maywood, Illinois, who regularly handles patient concerns and questions about generics
versus. Nov 29, - While generic drugs usually cost less than brand-name versions, Lipitor is an exception to the rule for
the next six months or so, for two reasons. First, only one or two drug makers will produce the generic form of the drug,
atorvastatin, between now and May , essentially cornering the market and. Atorvastatin (Lipitor) is an inexpensive drug
that lowers levels of cholesterol and triglycerides in the blood. Atorvastatin may also reduce the risk of heart attack or
stroke in patients with risk factors for heart disease. This drug is more popular than comparable drugs. As of , it is
available in generic and brand versions. Jul 17, - Atorvastatin, a lipid lowering agent marketed under the trade name
Lipitor by Pfizer Inc. entered the market in and became the world's best-selling drug of all time. Pfizer's patent on
atorvastatin expired in November Other manufacturers began to supply the generic versions of the drug by May. Mar 30,
- Both simvastatin and atorvastatin are film-coated tablets that you take by mouth, usually once per day. Simvastatin
comes under the name Zocor, while Lipitor is the brand name for atorvastatin. Each is available as a generic product, as
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well. You can buy either drug in most pharmacies with a prescription.
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