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Alprazolam was introduced in under the brand name Xanax, and is one of the most widely-abused prescription drugs,
according to a study by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. Proving that a person is
impaired by alprazolam is different than establishing intoxication from alcohol, Harper said. Last year, alprazolam was
found in 29 percent of DUI cases, compared to 23 percent for marijuana. Harper said controlled driving tests can't
necessarily be compared to typical driving performance. But the drug can affect driving ability even in those who are
taking it as prescribed, and most doctors advise patients to avoid driving until they know how they are affected by the
drug. Harper said he became the first toxicologist trained as a drug recognition expert during a recent three-week session
that produced 10 new experts. The same drug appeared in the toxicology report for Caren Gayle Rush, who was
convicted last year for manslaughter in a crash that killed a former high school softball star. And subjects who aren't
used to taking alprazolam would show greater effects of the drugs than those who have been on them for an extended
amount of time. Researchers are just beginning to gather similar data for marijuana, but there are no equivalent studies
for other drugs. Although they can improve the symptoms of anxiety, benzodiazepines do nothing to address the root
cause of the disorder, Hendricks said. In controlled driving tests, subjects who have received 1 milligram of alprazolam
showed increased weaving, and several driving tests had to be stopped because subjects became too drowsy to continue.
Since doctors have already begun to cut back on alprazolam prescriptions, Hendricks said he does not expect the
problem of abuse to grow in coming years. Those studies initially set the limit for impairment at. The percentage of DUI
cases caused by alprazolam has held steady for the past three years, according to the data. The data did not include car
crashes, but Curt Harper, toxicology discipline chief for the Alabama Department of Forensic Science, said he believed
those figures would be similar. When Harper testifies in court, he often uses data that shows that the level of the drug in
a driver's system is much higher than therapeutic levels. It might have been sooner if he had alcohol in his system.Mar
12, - The tone of your question suggests your ex-wife has been taking xanax for a period of time. The warning you cite
refers to having a clear knowledge of what effect a medication may have on you before undertaking activities that might
endanger one's (or your daughter's) safety. Xanax certainly can hamper Can you consume alcohol when taking Xanax?
Xanax is prescribed for the treatment of anxiety and panic disorder. Warnings concerning Xanax include the potential
for drowsiness, dizziness, light-headedness, or blurred vision. The drug manufacturer also clearly states that individuals
should not drive or operate machinery until they understand the effects the medication. The sluggishness usually goes
away in the period of a week or two in most people, but be aware of it when you first take the medication, says Tomaka.
5. Antianxiety agents and muscle relaxants. Prescription medications such as Valium and Xanax may have a
tranquilizing effect that can impair judgment and reaction times. May 14, - However, cases that involve prescription
medications like Xanax and Lexapro are different. In almost every one of these cases a person is either pulled over for
driving erratically or they are arrested after they get into a car accident. To the person taking Xanax or Lexapro, it does
not appear as though they. Jul 24, - There is no reliable data on how many drivers are impaired by prescription drugs,
but law enforcement officials say the problem is growing so quickly that states Prosecutors said the physician, Mark
Benson, had high levels of the sleep aid Ambien in his system, as well as Xanax, an anti-anxiety drug, and. Jul 12, - The
dosage of benzodiazepines can differ 20 fold in mg to mg basis, so it is important to know the details of what is being
taken before making assumptions about driving. For example, mg of alprazolam (Xanax) is the same dosage as 10 mg of
diazepam (Valium). A switch to a new medication should. Sep 13, - Untrue. If the level of alprazolam in your system
correlates to a clinical dose - see Patient Information Leaflet available online by link to Pfizer site - and your driving is
unaffected then recent legislation means you are absolutely fine. The offense of driving under the influence, or DUI,
typically relates to alcohol intoxication. But alcohol is just one of countless substances that can impair one's ability to
operate a motor vehicle. Driving under the influence of drugs -- including prescription medications as well as illegal
drugs -- can also result in DUI charges. What medications disqualify me from getting a medical card? Can I be qualified
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if I have a prescription for medical marijuana? What if I take Methadone? What if I take nitroglycerine for angina? Can I
still drive if I take prescription Paxil, Imitrex, and Zonisamide? Can I take Xanax and still drive truck? My doctor put
me on it. Dec 8, - However, the medication she takes for her own sanity seems to have backfired. She took her
prescribed dose of xanax and klonopin (which she has been taking consistently for several months) before going to work
on Friday. After a five hour shift, she started driving home when a tire blew out. She got off.
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